INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE

resigned, and merely congratulated myself that I had
not telegraphed Mr. Thomson.

However,   Carnegie  found   balm   for  his  injured

feelings in a lucrative sleeping car deal he and his patron,

CoL Scott, arranged with George Pullman. Carnegie

and Scott had increased their holdings in the Woodruff

Sleeping Car Company, now known as the Central

Transportation Company. This company held contracts

for sleeping cars upon most of the eastern lines; while

Pullman, with headquarters in Chicago, controlled the

j west. The rival companies were bidding frantically for

i the business of the newly completed Union Pacific Rail-

Pullman and Carnegie attended a Union Pacific meet-
\ ing one day in New York. Each submitted bids. Pullman
i sized up Carnegie, keenly. His observation confirmed
^Junius Morgan's opinion. As for Carnegie, he had al-
ready determined, if possible, to ally himself with the
forceful Chicago man. Pullman was stopping at the St.
Nicholas Hotel. That evening after dinner, as Pullman
was striding up the broad staircase from the lobby,
Carnegie managed to meet him as though by chance.
"Good evening, Mr. Pullman," said Carnegie boldly.
"Here we are together and are we not making a nice
couple of fools of ourselves?**
"What do you mean?" growled Pullman.
"Why, we are cutting off both our noses," laughed
Carnegie. "They'll beat us down to nothing unless we
unite. We ought to organize one big company/*
The very audacity of the proposition appealed to Pull-
man.